CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 9th DECEMBER 2004.

Present:
Cllr Bill Shaw – Chair 

Cllr Teresa Bernard (for item 6 onwards) 


Cllr Tim Harker  


Cllr Jonny Sykes  







David Clark – Parish Clerk

In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey, two members of the public and (at end) PC John Davis. 

ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : Cllr D Brown (on holiday), Cllr R Withers (ill) and Cllr N Conder (caught in heavy traffic).

ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS     -    There were none.

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 4th November 2004 was proposed by Cllr T Harker, seconded by Cllr J Sykes,   and approved by all.  

ITEM 4:
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 6.1) :  The Clerk advised that the outcome of his liaison with KDC was that the plastic bollards had been replaced with timber posts/rails and that an additional top dressing was scheduled to be laid on the path on 21st December.  Members approved of the timber posts/rails and noted the assurance on an improved surface.
4.2
Parish Council Web-site (Item 13) :    The Chair advised that he was continuing to liaise with various bodies : subject to be itemised for review on the January Meeting agenda. Action : Clerk
4.3
Parish Wells – Assessment of Condition (Item 14) :  The Chair noted that, in the absence of Cllr D Brown, action to confirm commissioning of, and progress by, the specialist (Mr M Strong), would necessarily have to be itemised on the January Meeting agenda.  Action : Clerk
4.4
Sustainable Development Manager (SDM) (Item 16.1) : The Chair noted that the SDM had now indicated that his attendance at a Council meeting might now be postponed. All agreed to NFA.
4.5
Tibbs Meadow Southern Boundary Hedge (Item 16.2) :  Cllr J Sykes advised that he would procure a dozen or so mixed hedging ‘whips’ shortly and these would be planted to fill the major gap.
 ITEM 5 :
PRECEPT FOR F/Y 2005/06
5.1
The Chair noted that, whilst the Meeting was quorate, he would prefer that the decision be postponed to permit greater membership participation.  The Clerk advised that this was practicable since the deadline for  submission was the 14th January.   The Chair therefore proposed to a defer action until the next meeting – the Clerk to advise KDC of the ‘last minute’ submission now planned.   This was agreed by all.  Action : Clerk

ITEM 6 :
UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER
6.1
The Clerk read the invitation to tender issued as instructed to the persons/companies nominated and 
produced the two tenders now received. He noted that these had been opened jointly with Cllr B Withers and had been signed and dated accordingly.  The results are summarised as follows:-
Tender A  - Andover Company 

Straightforward repair/re-instatement  :  Clerk’s note - additional costs (requested) for fire prevention/retardant treatment not quoted -  advised by phone that they could not find a supplier.

Total cost  £595.00

Tender B – Tradesman resident in Parish
Repair/reinstatement plus lining of structure with 9mm WBP exterior grade plywood 

Total cost  : £1918.00
Alternative costing :  Supply and fix (fire)barrier foil over rafters in lieu of bitumen roofing felt and 

treat all timber externally and internally with fire retardant wood-stain in lieu of oil based stain

Total cost = £2318.00

6.2
Discussion recognised that the cost differential was due to some extent to the difference in the specification offered and that this reflected local knowledge such as that of previous damage repaired but not claimed for.  Also that this extra cost, like that for provision of fire protection measures, might be regarded as betterment by the Insurers and therefore not allowed in the claim.  It was recognised that the specification of the work adopted was a matter for Members but that this was subject to considerations of the cost which might fall to be borne by the community.
6.3
The Chair proposed that the claim should now be submitted to the Insurers supported by the two tenders as required.  This should be covered by a letter explaining the pragmatic inclusion of fire retardant measures and indicating the likely explanation of the remaining cost variation.  The objective being to obtain funding of the best possible specification and thus minimising both the incidence and impact of any future vandalism actions – thus minimising insurance claims. Until the outcome was known no commitment should be made to work on the bus shelter.  This was agreed by all. Action : Clerk - to draft letter for Chair
ITEM 7 :
CHILDREN’S ROAD SAFETY SIGNS PROJECT
7.1
Discussion recognised that there had been a mixed response and that the position of the critics was best summarised as being that the signs had turned out to be ugly, intrusive and an extreme solution.  This however had to be weighed against the previously stated position that the Council had had to recognise the view expressed by a number of parents that children were significantly at risk from traffic in the Butts Hill/Village Green area and found that it had no choice therefore but to commission signs which would have a reasonable chance of influencing the behaviour of both drivers and the children. In effect, only a striking sign was likely to be effective.

7.2
The Chair proposed that the sign at the Butts Hill entrance to Upper Chute village should remain in situ. He noted that the other sign (which was to have been re-erected opposite Sycamore Cottage) was intended primarily to inform the customers of the Cross Keys Inn and, since that had now closed, he proposed that this should remain in the keeping of the Clerk until the situation was clarified. Both proposals were agreed by all.  
ITEM 8 :
CRIME AND DISORDER
8.1
The Chair gave a brief on the KDC event attended by Cllr Brown and himself.  A key matter had been advice on a recognised and effective means of improving the dialogue with young people in the community by the establishment of a Youth Council.  The Chair noted that the version appropriate to a small rural parish would probably be low key and might be called the ‘youth team’. The age of team members to be as close as practicable to the target age groups to enable them to communicate successfully.  After some discussion the Chair proposed that such an informal youth team should be established in the Parish:  their activities to be supported but not prescribed.  He also proposed that Hannah Foxen and Josh Shepherd should be invited to be founder members. Further arrangements to be considered once volunteers had been obtained.  These proposals were agreed by all.    Action : Chair and Cllr Withers

ITEM 9 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
9.1
The Chair advised that, following his letter, he now seemed to have opened a satisfactory dialogue with the CEO of Wiltshire Ambulance Service.  He would report further in due course.  Action : Chair
ITEM 10 :
FINANCE : AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

10.1
Expenditure, as agenda, proposed by Cllr T Harker, seconded by Cllr J Sykes and approved by all:-

£ 16.50  to Chute Village Hall  :   as payment of fee for September & November meetings.
£716.75 to Ringway Signs Ltd :  for supply & erection of two road signs (within grant).
ITEM 11 :
FIREWORKS
11.1
The Chair noted that some Parishioners had complained about the use of fireworks well after 5th November: both noise nuisance and impact on pets/livestock/horses. The advice to one complainant from KDC (Environmental Health) had been obtained. The Fireworks Regulations 2004 will come into force in January 2005,  will transfer powers to the Police rather than Local Authorities, and will tighten up restrictions on sale and use.  In summary however, although this will prohibit use after 23.00 other than on specified dates, otherwise it is difficult for authorities to take action against those who set off fireworks on an intermittent basis a few times a year.  The best option is probably by liaison between members of the community.  The Chair had undertaken to put a general note to this effect in the next issue of the Chronicle and the principal complainant had declared himself content with this.   Action : Chair
ITEM 12 :
PARISH TREES
12.1
The Clerk advised that recent discussion with KDC officers had indicated that the Council should recognise the trees for which it is responsible and employ a tree surgeon as appropriate to ensure that they are  adequately managed and do not represent a significant hazard – the risk being dependent in part on location vis a vis population movements in their area as well as general condition.  He then produced a copy of the Chute Parish entry in the Register of Town and Village Greens and Common Land maintained by WCC  which he had previously obtained.  It was agreed that this represented a reasonable basis for the responsibility of the Council and the trees on these areas were then identified and discussed. 
12.3
It was agreed by all that no further action was required this year on the Chestnut at Upper Chute Green.  It  was however noted that the large Lime Tree on the Chute Cadley Green might need some attention.  The Chair indicated that the Electricity Company had previously undertaken some management of this tree and he would approach them again to seek some further examination/trimming.  Action : Chair
ITEM 13 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
13.1
The Clerk read the following summary of actions since the last meeting:  members were content:-

51128/F Melbury Cottage, Upper Chute, to erect house in gardens -  No objection by PC subject to reservations re trees
51196/O Jimila, Lower Chute.  Outline permission to erect house in ground opposite – No objection by PC subject to reservations on access and drainage.
50938  Chute Manor,   Variation of terms re-Tennis Court – No objection by PC – Granted by KDC
51008  Bakers, Chute Cadley,  Tree work -  No objection by PC – Granted by KDC
51032  Coach House, Upper Chute – Pruning/removal of Yew- PC agree pruning only - Pruning agreed by KDC
ITEM 14 :
CLEANING OF WAR MEMORIAL
14.1
The Chair noted the reluctant withdrawal of Doug Hirst from this duty and recorded the Council’s recognition and appreciation of this voluntary effort over 10 years.  He had agreed with Chute Forest PC to put a note in the chronicle seeking a new volunteer.  He then proposed that, in the absence of a volunteer, this task could be a sound use for the Community Cleansing Grant which had been bid for.  This was agreed by all.  Action : Chair

ITEM 15 :
CLOSURE OF CROSS KEYS INN
15.1
The Members discussed the closure of the Inn on 26th November and indications that the Public House community facility might be permanently lost.  The strength of the community reaction was noted :   Members had attended the series of public meetings in a private capacity and noted how impressed they were with the level of attendance and the businesslike way in which the events were organised and conducted.  The Council noted that one Government measure of a ‘Vital Village’  was the existence of a pub and it was unanimously agreed that, whilst there was little the Council could do at present, the situation should be watched with care and the movement to support continuation of the Cross Keys Inn should be supported wherever practicable.
ITEM 16 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
Oak Tree at Well House Green  The Oak Tree planted last Winter had died.  Cllr Sykes noted that trees of that size had a 50% failure rate and undertook to plant a replacement this Winter. The other members expressed their appreciation of this action.  Action : Cllr Sykes
16.2
Finger posts  John Turner was reported to have expressed his concern that the signs he had renovated were being spoiled by indiscriminate fly posting.  The Chair agreed to put ‘no fly posting’ signs on the renovated posts.  Action : Chair
16.3
Erosion of verges by vehicles  A number of Parishioners had expressed concern over the damage being caused by major vehicles/tractors.  The Chair required that this be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.  In the meantime, Cllr J Sykes advised that any incidents involving tractors should be reported to him.   Action : Clerk
16.4
Sand Bags    The Clerk drew attention to a KDC letter offering precautionary placement of sand/bags to provide for flood response: he also produced a revised flood map supplied by KDC that day.  On inspection the Chair pointed out that the risk was all to properties in the Chute Forest Parish. Clerk to pass info to opposite number.  Action : Clerk
16.5
Recycling Bins at Cross Keys Inn  It was noted that the owners had instructed KDC to withdraw the recycling bins.  The Clerk had obtained a stay while he and the Chair had both sought an alternative location. They had failed to obtain agreement from identified sites so withdrawal will go ahead.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey noted that there was increasing pressure from Central Government to meet tougher re-cycling targets. KDC was under-target and this might result in some radical responses.  Position to be kept under review.
16.6
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 13th January 2005 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting for his Seasonal Drinks.
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